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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

A TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE
OF JOSEPH ANTHONY STEWART

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with my colleague from California, Ms. ESHOO,
to honor the memory of Joseph A. Stewart,
who passed away on December 6, 2013, after
a full and enriching life looking out for others.

Joseph was born on January 20, 1941, in
Newark, New Jersey. He attended Seton Hall
University, earning a degree in classical lan-
guages. He received his MA and PhD in
human relations and social policy planning
from New York University.

His concern for the sick spurred a prolific
career in health care that spanned more than
40 years, taking him everywhere from large
academic medical centers to community non-
profit hospitals.

The first administrator of Cooperative Care
at New York University Medical Center, Jo-
seph went on to hold academic appointments
at Carnegie Mellon University and the Univer-
sity of Southern California.

Joseph was also actively involved in his
local parish, where he mentored new min-
isters.

Monsignor Scott Daugherty of St. Anne and
Holy Cross Catholic Church in Porterville, Cali-
fornia, said Joseph “was a great man, greatly
respected by many.”

Similarly, Deacon Jim Deiterle said, “He
was a great man and had a great outlook on
life. . . . He was so committed, so enthused
with what he was talking about.”

Porterville Unified School District Super-
intendent John Snavely said of Joseph, “What
| admired about him is how quickly and how
completely he embraced the community.”

Indeed, Joseph Stewart was a man who
shared and spread every one of his pas-
sions—be it faith, education, or health care.
He didn’t just do a kindness for someone; he
connected with them. He moved people.

Joseph will be remembered as a friend, an
educator, a mentor, and a leader. He will also
be remembered as a brother to Michael, and
a father to David, Brian, Charles, and Cath-
erine.

David serves as Policy Director in the Office
of the Speaker, and has been a trusted advi-
sor of mine for the last five years. Charles
worked for the Senate Commerce Committee
before assuming his current position as Com-
munications Director for Ms. Eshoo nearly two
years ago.

Both of these gentlemen are held in high re-
gard by colleagues and members of this body.
Their outstanding service to this institution
makes clear that Joseph’s legacy is in the
best of hands.

To David and Charles, and to all their loved
ones, we offer our prayers and those of the
entire House of Representatives.

Let us also offer our deep appreciation for
the service of Joseph Anthony Stewart, and

for all the good he did in a life of purpose and
accomplishment.

———————

INNOVATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3309) to amend
title 35, United States Code, and the Leahy-
Smith America Invents Act to make im-
provements and technical corrections, and
for other purposes:

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Chairman, | rise today
to express my support for the Innovation Act,
H.R. 3309, but also to note my concerns
about provisions of the bill that could under-
mine patent holders or make it more difficult
for them to assert their rights. | hope a con-
ference committee or the Senate will address
and resolve these issues before the bill
reaches the President’s desk.

Patent litigation reform is important and nec-
essary. Over the last few decades we have
seen the rise of entities that are created to
make profits by extracting payments from
small businesses through the assertion of
vague allegations of patent infringement.
These so-called “patent trolls,” also known as
“patent assertion entities” (PAEs) buy patents
on products they didn’t invent and don’t manu-
facture and then threaten and sue innovators
who are actually contributing to our economy
and creating jobs.

This scheme preys on the unwillingness or
inability of small businesses to fight expensive
lawsuits in court. PAEs know they can simply
send a demand letter including a threat to sue,
and regardless of the validity of the claim, a
small business more often than not will pay
the PAE to make the lawsuit or potential law-
suit go away. Often there is no examination of
the validity of the patent or the claim. In fact,
in many cases, the business never knows who
is threatening or the nature of the alleged in-
fringement. By some estimates this practice is
costing American companies $29 billion each
year. Something needs to be done.

This bill takes important steps to protect the
rights of entrepreneurs and small businesses if
litigation is filed or threatened. The Innovation
Act introduces a heightened pleading standard
that requires patent holders to identify specifi-
cally the patent claims they are asserting and
the product or process they allege infringes
upon it. They also must identify those who
have financial interests in the asserted patent.
Importantly, the bill also limits expensive dis-
covery before the court determines the scope
of a disputed patent claim. And where the
claim is against an end user of the technology,
the bill would stay those proceedings in most
instances where there is an ongoing action
against the customer’s supplier. | am quite
concerned, however, that other provisions of

this bill have the potential to impede legitimate
patent holders from enforcing their rights and
expose nonprofit organizations and research
universities to unnecessary risk.

First, the fee-shifting provisions make it sig-
nificantly less likely that an individual inventor
or a small business would be able to assert a
legitimate patent against an infringer. Patent
suits are expensive, and in our American sys-
tem parties are responsible for their own
costs. In recognition of this, attorneys often
take cases on a contingency fee basis and get
paid a portion of the recovery only if they win.
If plaintiffs and their attorneys now have to
factor in the risk that they may need to pay
not only their own costs and fees but also the
costs and fees of the other party, they will be
much less likely to assert legitimate enforce-
ment claims. This provision is purported to
stop frivolous lawsuits, but it does more than
that—it equates a loss with a lack of merit.
There are many reasons why a party may
have a genuine dispute regarding law and fact
and still lose the case; that does not mean
that the case was frivolous. This bill creates a
presumption of fee shifting, limits judicial dis-
cretion, and sets litigation reform on the wrong
path.

Second, the joinder provisions in the Inno-
vation Act could allow nonprofit organizations
and research universities to be forcibly joined
into a case against a downstream user. The
purpose of the joinder provision is laudable—
to ensure that a troll that loses a patent case
cannot hide behind shell companies or other
complicated corporate structures to avoid pay-
ing a judgment. In such a case it would allow
the prevailing party to join another entity that
has an economic interest in the patent. But
the provision is overbroad. Nonprofit organiza-
tions and research universities often spend a
great deal of time and effort on research and
development; as a result, they frequently hold
patents and license them for commercial use.
Under this bill, a research university like Or-
egon State or Portland State could be joined
in a lawsuit and forced to pay the judgment of
a losing party if that party can’t or won'’t pay.
That isn’'t fair and it could potentially nullify
state law. This provision must be narrowed
before it goes to the President’s desk.

Finally, there are a handful of amendments
that would make this bill stronger and | regret
that the House has not adopted them. The
automatic stay provisions would be stronger if
limited to small businesses only, as the Jack-
son-Lee amendment would do. Likewise, the
Watt amendment would mitigate some of the
concerns with the fee-shifting provisions by al-
lowing judges to consider whether a prevailing
party acted in bad faith or unnecessarily de-
layed the proceedings when making a fee
award. And the Conyers-Watt substitute
amendment represents a far better path over-
all for reducing patent troll litigation without ad-
vancing reforms hostile to legitimate plaintiffs.

Mr. Chairman, patent trolls are a problem
for small businesses and tech startups in my
district and across the country. Their business
model is to sue the job creators and
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innovators who drive our economy forward. |
am glad that the House has taken concrete
steps to address this problem, and | expect
improvements will be made to this bill as it
continues through the legislative process.
—

HONORING COLLINS FUNERAL
HOME

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Collins Funeral Home,
Inc. in Jackson, Mississippi. This is the funeral
service business for African-Americans which
began in the 1880’s. The business was Lyman
and Harvey Undertakers at the corner of Pearl
and Farish Streets. Lyman came from Vicks-
burg, Mississippi where he had also started a
funeral home. He and Jack Harvey sold their
business to G. F. Frazier who operated from
406 North Farish Street beginning in 1903.
Records from this year forward are maintained
by Collins Funeral Home.

In the late 1880’s, Malachi Collins and E.W.
Hall established a funeral service business,
Hall and Collins Funeral Home was in Hatties-
burg, Mississippi. This was the first funeral
home owned by African-Americans to service
the African-American population.

In 1924, as G. F. Frazier prepared to move
from Jackson to Cleveland, Ohio, he sold his
business to Malachi Collins and his wife Mary
A. Collins. For many years, although owned
exclusively by Mr. and Mrs. Collins, the com-
pany was known as Frazier and Collins Fu-
neral Home. The Collins Burial Insurance
Company was established in 1925.

In April, 1939, Mr. and Mrs. Collins moved
the business from 406 North Farish across the
street to 415 North Farish Street, its present
location. Mr. Collins died later that year, and
Mrs. Collins, along with a dedicated staff con-
tinued to operate the business.

Clarie Collins Harvey, the only child of Mary
and Malachi Collins, joined her mother in man-
agement of the business in 1950. The Frazier
name was dropped and the business became
known as Collins Funeral Home, Inc. Mary A.
Collins remained president and CEO until her
death in 1970 when her daughter assumed
these responsibilities.

Since Clarie C. Harvey had no children or
siblings, she developed a close relationship
with some of her many cousins. Two of them
joined her in the business: Ralph E. Collins in
1963, and his sister, Annette Collins Rollins in
1973. They have owned and operated the Col-
lins Funeral Home and Insurance Companies
since Mrs. Harvey’s death in 1995.

Collins Insurance Company was formed to
offer burial insurance to people of color in the
community at a time when standard life insur-
ance was not available. Mrs. Harvey took this
service a step further by offering to Collins’
patrons a funeral service for these limited
amounts. In an effort to meet the needs of our
changing society, Collins now offers life insur-
ance in face amounts up to $5,000 and has
continued the burial insurance allowing pa-
trons the opportunity to upgrade. Prearrange-
ments are also available for those who want to
assure that their needs are met and to lighten
the burden on loved ones.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Collins Funeral Home, Inc.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
DONNA WILLIAMS

HON. SPENCER BACHUS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion
of her retirement, | would like to commend the
recognition of the House to an individual who
has had an immeasurable influence on the
lives of young people in the Sixth District and
the State of Alabama, Donna Giriffin Williams.

One of my longest-serving staff members,
Donna has devoted a large part of her working
and volunteer life to creating opportunities to
help young people achieve their dreams and
to highlighting the many positive things that
our students are doing in their schools and
communities.

Donna’s role as the Special Projects Coordi-
nator in my district office has touched the lives
of countless young people.

As a congressman, some of my proudest
moments have come when | have met with
young people who feel called to defend free-
dom and serve our country in the U.S. military.
That is why a function of my office that | have
always taken most seriously is the nomination
of students to attend a Service Academy.
Donna has expertly coordinated this process
for me, and over the years it has been a privi-
lege and an honor to have been of help to so
many outstanding young people with high
character and an abiding love for America.

Donna has also served as our local orga-
nizer for the annual Congressional Art Com-
petition, which provides students with the op-
portunity to have their original artwork dis-
played at the U.S. Capitol. This competition at-
tracts entries from schools across the Sixth
District and is a public showcase for the posi-
tive accomplishments of our students.

Donna has also been a principal organizer
of a program that brings great joy to my wife
Linda and | during each Christmas season,
the Holiday Card Call for Art. This program,
run in cooperation with the University of Ala-
bama at Birmingham, invites students with vis-
ual impairments to submit artwork for our an-
nual Christmas card. The breadth of the cre-
ativity is inspiring and Donna has always
worked to encourage an excellent level of par-
ticipation by students and their schools.

Donna’s concern for young people has ex-
tended beyond work to her civic and volunteer
activities. She has provided service as Presi-
dent of the Alabama PTA Board of Directors,
a National PTA Board Director, a member of
the Mayor’s Education Committee, past presi-
dent of the Vestavia Hills City School Founda-
tion, and member of the A+ Foundation Board.
Donna’s many other community contributions
include her service on the Board of the Amer-
ican Village Citizenship Trust, VIP for United
Cerebral Palsy, and her involvement with
Leadership Vestavia Hills and Leadership Ala-
bama.

Donna would be the first to say that she has
been blessed with a supportive and loving
family which includes her husband of 46
years, George, three grown children, and five
grandchildren with a sixth soon on the way.
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For her service to the residents of the Sixth
District and especially the young people who
will be the future leaders in our communities,
Donna Williams is well-deserving of this rec-
ognition and | extend my heartfelt gratitude to
her for her loyalty and friendship.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 630, | was unable to be present for H.R.
3521. Had | been present, | would have voted

0, ”

yes”.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICHARD B. NUGENT

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, due to inclem-
ent weather on December 10th, my flight was
cancelled and | was unable to vote on H.R.
3521 Dept. of VA Major Medical Facility Lease
and H.R. 1402 VA Expiring Authorities Exten-
sion. Had | been able to be present, | would
have voted for both pieces of legislation. | ap-
plaud the passage of these resolutions which
will positively benefit our nation’s veterans.

———

TRIBUTE TO JAMES ‘““‘SHACK” HAR-
RIS, A BARRIER-BREAKING PIO-
NEER IN THE NATIONAL FOOT-
BALL LEAGUE

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUSIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
along with my fellow colleagues Rep. JiM CLY-
BURN (SC-06), Rep. KAREN BAss (CA-37),
Rep. CORRINE BROWN (FL-05), Rep. JOHN
CONYERS (MI-13), Rep. ELWJAH CUMMINGS
(MD-07), Rep. CHRIS COLLINS (NY-27), Rep.
SusaN DAvis (CA-53), Rep. BRIAN HIGGINS
(NY—26), Rep. JOHN LEwis (GA-05), Rep.
VANCE MCALLISTER (LA-05), Rep. GARY
PETERS (MI-14), and Rep. JON RUNYAN (NJ—
03) to pay tribute to James “Shack” Harris, in
this year marking the fiftieth anniversary of the
March on Washington. Like such pioneers as
Paul Robeson, Joe Louis, and Jackie Robin-
son, James Harris applied his brilliant talent
and steadfast determination as an athlete to
advance the cause of racial equality in Amer-
ica.

James Harris was born and raised in Mon-
roe, Louisiana, during some of the harshest
years of segregation when a policy of “mas-
sive resistance” against court rulings and fed-
eral laws denied equal rights for Black citi-
zens. Racial inequality pervaded football fields
as much as buses, hotels and lunch counters
in the South.

But the Reverend Nashall Harris, James’ fa-
ther, gave his son an appropriate nickname:
“Shack,” after the Old Testament’'s Meshach,
one of the three ancient Jews who refused the
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orders of a Babylonian tyrant to bow down
and worship his golden idol. Like his name-
sake, James Harris would not submit to an un-
just system.

From his early teens, he aspired to play
quarterback in the National Football League—
a position that no African American had ever
been allowed to play for more than a handful
of snaps. In setting this goal, Harris chal-
lenged bigotry, stereotypes and the status
quo. At the time, it was taken as fact in both
college and pro football that Black athletes did
not possess the necessary intelligence, lead-
ership, and character to play quarterback.
Shack shattered the vile myth.

Inspired by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr’s “I Have A Dream” speech, Harris per-
sisted in pursuing his own dream. After a
record-setting career at Carroll High School in
Monroe, he went to Grambling State Univer-
sity and was coached by the legendary Eddie
Robinson. Coach Robinson shared James
Harris’s goal of breaking the color barrier at
quarterback in the NFL. And Robinson had re-
cruited him for that very reason.

James Harris had an illustrious career at
Grambling. He led the Tigers to three con-
ference titles, set numerous passing records,
was selected MVP of the 1967 Orange Blos-
som Classic, and was chosen the nation’s out-
standing player in 1968 by the Washington
Pigskin Club. Despite these achievements, he
was not invited to any post-season all-star
games and he was not selected in the NFL
draft until the eighth round.

James Harris did not give up. He would not
be forced into changing positions to receiver
or defensive back, as had so many promising
African Americans before him. He was deter-
mined to play quarterback. Every night during
training camp as a rookie, he called Eddie
Robinson for advice and moral support.

He ultimately won the starting job, and
opened the 1969 NFL season as the Buffalo
Bills’ starting quarterback. It was the first of
many “firsts” in his career. During three piv-
otal years with the Los Angeles Rams in the
mid-1970s, James Harris led the team twice to
the NFC title game, led the conference twice
in passing efficiency, was chosen MVP of the
Pro Bowl, and was voted captain by his team-
mates.

From 1969 through 1977, Harris was vir-
tually the only African American quarterback to
be a starter. He endured hate mail and death
threats. He also bore the hopes of an entire
people. As Eddie Robinson had once told him:
“You have to make it. Otherwise, people will
say you sent us your best and he wasn’t good
enough.”

By being much more than good enough,
James Harris opened the door of opportunity
for African American quarterbacks to follow,
from Doug Williams and Warren Moon to Rus-
sell Wilson and Robert Griffin 111

But Harris’ legacy did not end when he
walked off the playing field. He went on to be-
come a prominent NFL executive for the New
York Jets, Baltimore Ravens, Jacksonville
Jaguars, and currently the Detroit Lions. As
such, Harris has helped to pave the way for
other African American coaches and general
managers whose success demonstrates the
power and promise of diversity and inclusion.

So it is an honor to recognize and applaud
the accomplishments of James Harris. Dr.
King once called himself a “drum major for
freedom.” We might call James Harris, the
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barrier-breaking quarterback, a field general
for racial equality.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | was
not present for rollcall votes 630-636. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yes” on
rollcall 630, “yes” on rollcall 631, “no” on roll-
call 632, “yes” on rollcall 633, “yes” on rollcall
634, “yes” on rollcall 635, and “yes” on rollcall
636.

RECOGNIZING SCOTT NISHIOKI
HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Scott Nishioki, who has served
as a valued member of my staff for the past
nine years. Scott joined my staff during the
beginning of my first term in Congress, and he
has made a real difference. This month, Scott
will be leaving my staff to find other ways to
serve our nation beyond the walls of Con-
gress. Scott’s years of service to the people of
Central California, spanning from Kern County
to Merced County, deserve to be commended.

A Sanger native, Scott grew up in the heart
of the San Joaquin Valley and graduated from
Sanger High School before becoming a Bull-
dog at California State University, Fresno. He
earned his Bachelor's degree in 1976, and
shortly thereafter began to pursue a career in
public service that led him from California to
Washington, DC.

In his 31 years in Washington, Scott has
done it all. As an aide to Congressman Rick
Lehman (D-Fresno), Scott wrote the Truth in
Savings Act, legislation that protects con-
sumers and encourages healthy financial sav-
ings. Following his service with Congressman
Lehman, Scott held a number of important po-
sitions within the telecommunications industry,
the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the
American Bankers Association. As a result of
his years of service, Scott understands and
appreciates the inner workings of this city bet-
ter than anyone else.

Scott’s true value is his ability to focus on
what really matters. Spending a lifetime in DC
can sometimes leave you blinded by partisan-
ship, ambition, or money, but Scott has never
forgotten why he left his home and moved to
Washington in the first place. He moved here
to solve problems and make a difference for
the people of the San Joaquin Valley and the
nation. And, that is exactly what he has done.

In addition to his legislative achievements,
Scott made a difference by mentoring every
member of my staff and several others both
on and off Capitol Hill. For years, Scott has
calmly helped my staff navigate personal and
professional pressures. Together our staff has
achieved a great deal both as members of
Team Costa and in their professional lives
after their service in my office.

Michael Doyle, reporter in the Washington
bureau of McClatchy newspapers, may have
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said it best: “Scott hits the trifecta. He’s smart,
candid and funny. | have always been able to
trust his insight and his judgment. | will miss
him; Congress will be a lesser place without
him.”

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure and
pride that | recognize Mr. Nishioki today for his
many contributions to not only my Congres-
sional office, but the entirety of the San Joa-
quin Valley. He is truly a son of the Valley,
and the place we both call home is better for
his many years of service. It has truly been an
honor to work with him over the years and |
wish him the best of luck in his next adven-
ture.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 15TH ANNUAL
MONTEREY COWBOY POETRY
AND MUSIC FESTIVAL

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the 15th Annual Monterey Cowboy Po-
etry and Music Festival. The Monterey Cow-
boy Poetry and Music Festival is a non-profit
organization composed of a group of volun-
teers who love cowboy poetry, western music,
cowboy movies and western art and gear. The
volunteers work tirelessly to bring us the,
“Cowboy Way of Life” and its most talented
musicians, poets and artisans to our region. |
have a short poem by Monterey County resi-
dent, Wendy Brichnan, to read which captures
the essence of this award-winning event.

A GLANCE AT THE MONTEREY COWBOY POETRY

& MUSIC FESTIVAL

From the Land of the proud California
Vaqueros

set in beautiful Monterey, the first capital of
California

a modest festival has, for the past 15 years,

celebrated the legendary Cowboy Way.

Through cowboy poetry, through cowboy
songs,

through cowboy crafts and artifacts of the
past,

the Monterey Cowboy Poetry & Music Fes-
tival

has shared important values that all should
recall.

Honesty, Integrity, Friendship and Loyalty

Courage, Hard Work, and Dedication.

Collaboration, Teamwork, and Honor.

The Cowboy Code of Ethics is one to admire.

Founded by former Monterey police chief,
Gary Brown

this special Cowboy Festival has shared
highlights

of the Western Heritage that Monterey
County

residents remember with pride.

Mike Beck, Monterey native musician and
horse trainer

and visiting Western singers such as

Juni Fisher, Dave Stamey, Don Edwards

and others charm all ages with their prow-
ess.

Their clever and moving songs celebrating
the

spirit of the cowboy and cowgirls—

through hundreds of years, and thousands of
miles,

and spark our imagination and pride.

They bring the world of the cowboy alive

with imagery that tugs at our hearts and
minds
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wide open spaces, shady oak trees,

whispering pines and swaying grasses.

The jingle of spurs, the soaring hawks,

the creak of leather, the sound of hooves,

the cattle grazing down the hillside along
the trails

the heat of the day and the cool of the night.

Amazing cowboy poets such as Paul
Zarzyski,

Diane Tribitt and Jim and Karen Ross

reach us deep inside with their

talented and humorous views of life. We

see through their eyes, their minds,
their souls.

Young poets and buckaroos come to the Fes-
tival

and share their respect for cowboy lore,

and adults step forward and recite

their own memorable poems for all.

It wasn’t that long ago that renowned

artist Jo Mora walked in Monterey

and lived with the cowboys and Native
Americans

throughout the land.

In his tradition, the Monterey Cowboy Fes-
tival

looks to other multi-talented Western art-
ists

like Jack Swanson, Joelle Smith and many,
many others

who drew and painted and illustrated what
came before them

in the cowboy way of life.

Salinas saddle-maker G. S. Garcia’s grand-
daughter,

steers this festival and allows us to admire

the man whose saddle brought home the

Gold Medal from the St. Louis World’s Fair.

And, artisans from around America journey
west

to Monterey to proudly display special

Cowboy boots, jewelry, Navajo blankets

and other symbols of our time-honored West-
ern tradition.

The cowboy today is still seen on the slopes
of

Monterey County in rambling ranches

that stretch over mountain tops.

The festival honors our hard-working ranch-
ers

like the Violinis, Dorrances, and Pedrazzis,

and others who work with grazing

cattle, day in and day out.

And, training horses through their ‘“Feel”’,

a well-loved method developed by

Monterey County’s Bill Dorrance and carried
on by

Others, such as Marvin and Marguerite Rob-
erts and

Ray Hackworth revealing their unending re-
spect for horses,

also a part of the Monterey Cowboy Festival.

The Festival’s Saturday Night Dance lets ev-
eryone

kick up their heels in the popular Texas
Swing tradition

performed by the always spunky Carolyn
Martin Band,

bringing back lots of foot-stomping fun.

Raising money for the Salvation Army

through its famous Cowboy Church on Sun-
day morning,

with featured performers singing

songs of respect for all religions,

a tradition that graces the Festival stage.

And during the year, too, always loved

by teachers and students, learning history

the very best way through real live dem-
onstrations.

The ‘“‘Cowboys in the Schools’ program

Held each year and teaching so many local
youth

self esteem, history, cowboy culture and key
values.

The three day festival draws to a close and

and
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people meander out, sad that the time went
to quickly,

taking home special artifacts of the Cowboy
Way.

knowing they won’t see some friends again
until the next time.

but recharged with another year of Monterey
memories.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the Monterey
County Poetry and Music Festival on their
15th anniversary. The Monterey County Poetry
and Music Festival always bring the finest
western entertainment; cowboy poets, western
music entertainers, fine cowboy art and gear
to Monterey, the first capitol of Old California.
| give a sweeping “Hats Off” on their 15th an-
niversary and wish them many more years of
success.

HONORING IVER DELL ADAMS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable Unsung
Hero, Mrs. Iver Dell Adams. Mrs. Adams is af-
fectionately known by most in her community
as “Mother Adams” and is a resident of Boli-
var County.

Mrs. Adams currently serves as Assistant
Superintendent of the Sunday School Depart-
ment, President of Christian Women Council,
Church Mother and Evangelist at Saint Mark
Church of God in Christ in Mound Bayou, Mis-
sissippi. She also volunteers with other church
auxiliaries at Saint Mark.

Mrs. Adams is a faithful Christian servant
whose ministry has led her to feed and clothe
thousands in the State of Connecticut. She
and her husband Lonzie would use their own
money to purchase food, school products, and
often housed new and used clothing which
were donated to assist others. They also,
opened their home to a diverse population
who was temporary without shelter. Mrs.
Adams and her husband shared everything
they had without any reservations. After her
husband passed she moved to the Great
State of Mississippi where she continues her
service to others by assisting in raising four
children whom she calls her own. These chil-
dren never desire to leave her residence. Her
love to see others “be all they can be” has led
her to work hard and diligently for all those
she comes in contact with. In her community
she and her neighbors’, young and old alike,
enjoy their conversations and her words of en-
couragement.

Mrs. Adams has received numerous acco-
lades and awards for her service to others.

Mrs. Adams has six children: three daugh-
ters: Virginia, Mamie, Geri and Betty (de-
ceased) and two sons: Lonzie Jr. and Vastie.
She and her husband instilled in their children
to work hard and smart, to be an asset to so-
ciety, assist the less fortunate by giving a
hand to those who are in need, and to know
that they don’t have anything they cannot
share with someone else.

Mrs. Adams is often invited to minister dur-
ing various Christian events held throughout
the county. She believes in prayer, and that all
things are possible as long as you have God
as your leader and choice.

December 12, 2013

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an unsung hero, Mrs. lver Dell
Adams, for her dedication in serving mankind.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF THE COALITION TO SA-
LUTE AMERICA’S HEROES

HON. TULSI GABBARD

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, as President
Calvin Coolidge said, “A nation that that for-
gets its defenders will soon be forgotten.” |
rise today to recognize the contributions of
The Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes, a
group that recently invited me to participate in
an event honoring the sacrifice and the serv-
ice of our servicemembers. There, | had the
priviege of meeting Corporal Donny
Daughenbaugh, a Coalition spokesman who
was severely injured during routine patrol in
Iraq, as well as Sergeant Mary Herrera, U.S.
Marine Corps (Ret.), and Sergeant Jorge
DeLeon, U.S. Army (Ret.). Herrera and
DelLeon also were injured in the line of duty
while serving our country overseas. Despite
their injuries, these selfless heroes have
weathered an extremely challenging recovery
and are now using their own experience to
help fellow veterans make the transition to ci-
vilian life. Like so many other veterans, their
resilience and love of country endures after
they return home and begin to face these tre-
mendous challenges.

The event focused on the growing, serious
challenges facing young veterans, particularly,
homelessness, which is fast becoming a crisis
among female combat veterans. These vet-
erans, who step up to serve and are willing to
make the ultimate sacrifice to protect our na-
tion, all too often don’t have the support they
need when they return home.

| have seen firsthand the overwhelming
challenges our returning warriors face in
Hawaii and across the nation. Tragically,
more than 1,100 veterans in Hawai‘i alone
have experienced homelessness. While the
overall number of homeless veterans is de-
creasing, homeless female veterans are the
fastest-growing segment of the homeless pop-
ulation. Female veterans are also more likely
to suffer post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
and frequently have children who also suffer.

The Coalition, led by David Walker, is a na-
tional 501(c)(3), non-profit, non-partisan orga-
nization, established in 2004 to address the
needs of severely wounded veterans of the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and their fami-
lies. The organization provides emergency fi-
nancial assistance and other support services
to help them recover from their injuries, rebuild
their lives, and successfully transition back
into civilian life. In addition to its work to ad-
dress homelessness, the Coalition’s emer-
gency aid services also aim,to combat the
troubling rates of suicide and domestic abuse
among servicemembers and veterans.

This week in Orlando, Florida, the Coalition
is hosting 100 combat-wounded veterans at its
seventh annual Road to Recovery Conference
and Tribute, a program that provides sessions
on professional development, financial plan-
ning, and relationships.

Hawai‘i has a proud tradition of military
service to our nation, and is the grateful home
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of thousands of veterans and their families. |
commend the work of the Coalition to Salute
America’s Heroes to ensure that our nation’s
defenders are never forgotten.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 12, 2013

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 631, | was unable to be present for H.R.
1402. Had | been present, | would have voted
“ves.”

————

HONORING BOBBY COX’S HALL OF
FAME INDUCTION

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor the long and accom-
plished career of one of baseball’s all-time
greatest managers, for Atlanta Braves Man-
ager Bobby Cox.

On Monday, Cox was unanimously elected
to the National Baseball Hall of Fame by a 16-
member committee, and will be inducted in
Cooperstown this coming July.

Throughout his 29 years as a Manager in
the Major Leages, Cox became one of the
winningest coaches of all time. He accrued
2,504 wins; the majority taking place during
his 25 years leading the Braves. During that
time, he brought an unprecedented 14 con-
secutive division titles, 5 National League
championships, and the 1995 World Series
pennant to Atlanta.

As a manager, Cox was respected by his
players and kept only three rules—show up on
time, wear your uniform correctly, and play
hard. After the 2010 season, he retired from
his job as the team’s Manager, but still holds
a role as a special assistant that allows him to
keep being a part of the game he loves.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Georgia’s 11th
Congressional District and Braves fans every-
where, | extend my thanks to Bobby for the
decades of entertainment and the legacy he
brought to our great state. It is with great pride
that | congratulate him on achieving the high-
est level of recognition possible in America’s
pastime. Go Braves.

————

CONGRATULATING DR. BERNICE
DUFFY JOHNSON, IN RECOGNI-
TION OF HER DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE TO NORTH CAROLINA
CENTRAL UNIVERSITY

HON. GK. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
congratulate Dr. Bernice Duffy Johnson on her
34 remarkable years of service to the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff of North Carolina Cen-
tral University, NCCU, located in Durham,
North Carolina.
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Dr. Johnson was raised on a sharecropper
farm along with a large family that never bene-
fited from a formal education. Her ascent to
become one of the preeminent educators of
our time serves as an inspiration to us all and
is a testament to her lifelong commitment to
bettering the lives of others through education.

Dr. Johnson’s meteoric career trajectory is
even more impressive as an African-American
who made her way during the height of the
Civil Rights Movement. As a 1963 graduate of
what is now known as University of Arkansas
at Pine Bluff and a subsequent graduate of a
Pennsylvania  State  University graduate
school, Dr. Johnson began her career in edu-
cation teaching junior high school in Indianap-
olis.

In 1979, Dr. Johnson returned to the south
as an adjunct professor at my alma mater,
NCCU. Her exemplary career at NCCU em-
bodies the best qualities of the Civil Rights
Movement and shows the immeasurably posi-
tive influence a single individual can have
when committed to helping others. While
teaching at NCCU, Dr. Johnson earned her
Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro and served in various capacities
before being named NCCU’s Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences.

The importance of Dr. Johnson’s many ac-
complishments during her 34-year tenure at
NCCU are beyond the pale. A small sample of
Dr. Johnson’s many contributions include help-
ing design a $36 million state-of-the-art
science complex, helping six degree programs
reach accreditation, and co-authoring a re-
nowned textbook that received $6 million in re-
search funding from the National Science
Foundation, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, and the National Institute on
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Dr. Bernice Duffy
Johnson for her exceptional leadership and
dedication to educating future generations of
leaders. Of the many accomplishments in her
career, | know her greatest pride is positively
impacting the lives of more than three dec-
ades of NCCU students.

Dr. Johnson’s legacy is built on hard work
and determination and she is an example to
which the next generation of educators should
aspire. | ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring and celebrating Dr. Bernice Duffy John-
son’s many achievements in her 34 years of
service to NCCU.

IN MEMORY OF LEROY TYSON

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of Mr. Leroy Tyson.
Leroy, or “Tyson” as he was better known in
our office, served as a custodian in the Day
Cleaning Division of the House Office Build-
ings. He began his service with the Architect
of the Capitol, AOC, on August 6, 2007, where
he worked around the clock to help maintain
the U.S. Capitol buildings.

Over the past several years, | came to know
Tyson through his kindness, hard work, and
exceptional service. He became a great friend
to me and my office, and touched the lives of
all those who had the pleasure of knowing
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him. Tyson brought an energy and commit-
ment to excellence despite his ongoing strug-
gle with cancer. He prided himself on being
here every day, living his life as normally as
possible, and consistently making it a point to
ask how everyone else was doing. In the
midst of chemotherapy and in the days lead-
ing up to his untimely passing, Tyson always
had a sense of humor and checked in often
with our office to share a laugh.

Mr. Speaker, we have lost a great man. |
feel truly blessed to have known him, and our
thoughts and prayers are with the Tyson fam-
ily during this difficult time. May Leroy Tyson’s
memory serve as a reminder to show our ap-
preciation to each other while we still have the
chance.

———

A TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE
OF JENNIE MIRZA ESHOO

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the life of Jen-
nie Mirza Eshoo who passed away on Novem-
ber 27, 2013, in Turlock, California at the age
of 98. Born in Chicago, lllinois on July 17,
1915, to Aghassi and Martha Mirza, Jennie
was the first-born in her family of five sisters
and two brothers. She graduated from Waller
High School in 1934, and was accepted to the
University of lllinois. Though she was unable
to attend college due to the Depression, she
devoted herself to lifelong learning. She was
an avid reader of biographies, history, the Na-
tional Geographic, Smithsonian, her local
newspapers and many other publications.
Most of all, she cherished her Bible and its
words nourished her soul over a lifetime.

Jennie married Paul Eshoo on September
22, 1934, in Chicago, lllinois. In October,
1936, they bought a farm in Turlock, Cali-
fornia, where they farmed wine grapes, wal-
nuts, and chickens.

Jennie was a homemaker for many years,
and later in life she took a position at
Stanislaus State University when it first
opened, and later worked as a teacher’s aide.
She enjoyed traveling and was able to visit the
Holy Land and Europe twice. She was ex-
tremely active in and deeply devoted to her
church, St. John’s Presbyterian, where she
served as Elder, Clerk of the Session, Dele-
gate to the Stockton Presbytery, and many
other leadership roles.

Jennie was a charter member of the Assyr-
ian American Civic Club and was honored in
2011 as the Club’s oldest charter member.
She volunteered until the age of 90 for the
Emanuel Medical Center Auxiliary, and was a
member of the Senior Citizens of Turlock. She
volunteered for decades as a poll worker,
dedicating herself to one of the great mani-
festations of a democracy, voting. Her life was
devoted to Christ and her community, and she
served as a role model for all who were privi-
leged to know her.

Jennie was preceded in death by her hus-
band Paul Eshoo and her sister Esther Aziz.
She leaves four children; Peter and Genny
Eshoo of Buffalo Grove, lllinois; George Eshoo
of Menlo Park, California; Agnes and John
Williams of Livermore, California; Alice and
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Dale Pollard of Turlock, eight grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren, and many
nieces and nephews. As Jennie was being
taken to her final resting place, the family re-
ceived the sad news that her sister, Julia Alex-
ander, had just passed. She is now survived
by two sisters and two brothers.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life of a patriot. Jennie Eshoo
was a woman who served her community, her
church and her country with great dedication,
and today the entire House of Representatives
extends it condolences to all her family.

HONORING KIARA L. WALKER
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor an ambitious and tal-
ented young woman, Ms. Kiara L. Walker. She
has shown what can be done through hard
work, dedication and a desire to achieve
greatness.

Ms. Walker, a native of Rolling Fork, Mis-
sissippi, made her embark on this journey of
life January 9, 1990. She is the youngest of 6
children by Eldridge and Anne Walker and
second oldest child of Delores Myles.

Ms. Walker graduated from South Delta
High School in 2008 where she was the Val-
edictorian. During her 4 year matriculation of
high school at South Delta, Kiara devoted her-
self not only to academic excellence, but also
community involvement, mentorship, and other
extracurricular activities. She was a section
leader (trumpets) and member of the South
Delta Marching Band for many years, inductee
and board member of the SD Chapter Na-
tional Honor Society, as well as, student coun-
cil, peer counselor, and elected Vice-President
of her senior class. In 2005, Kiara was a cho-
sen ambassador and is now a reoccurring vol-
unteer facilitator each summer at the Hugh
O'Obrian  Youth Leadership Conference
(HOBY) at Millsaps College. She was also list-
ed in Who’s Who Among High School Stu-
dents.

Ms. Walker is a founding member of the
Mayor’s Youth Council of Rolling Fork, an ac-
tive member of local 4-H Club, and partner
with local elected officials to host many com-
munity events throughout the year, such as,
the local Easter Egg Hunt, Annual Children’s
Day Fest and Thanksgiving/Christmas dinners
for the elderly. At an early age, she was in-
stilled with the morality of always sharing her
many gifts and talents; therefore, she tutors el-
ementary students.

In May 2013 Ms. Walker earned her Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Biology with a minor
in Healthcare Administration. Kiara was a re-
cipient of the Valedictorian scholarship, a stu-
dent of the WEB DuBois Honors College, and
inducted into the Alpha Lambda Delta Honor
Society. She’s a former member of Tiger
P.R.LD.E. Connection, Pre-Health Society,
American Chemical Society, National Organi-
zation for the Professional Advancement of
Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers
(NOBECCHE), Interfaith Gospel Choir, and
the JSU Concert Chorale. Also during her un-
dergraduate progression, she has studied re-
search in the areas of Molecular Biology and
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Computational Chemistry and has been a part
of scientific publications in assistance with
mentor professors.

Ms. Walker's philosophy on life can be
drawn from Matthew 19:26 which states, “With
man this is impossible, but with God all things
are possible.” This is a key verse that she un-
derstands.

Therefore, she honors her Christian values
and strives daily to become a better servant
leader. She is a faith member of Mt. Lula Bap-
tist Church in Rolling Fork, MS where she
serves in the choir.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Kiara L. Walker for her
dedication to her community and mankind.

———

HONORING CHARLES J. O'’LEARY
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 80TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the life and legacy of Mr.
Charles J. O’Leary, who is celebrating his 80th
birthday this month.

A current resident of Tonawanda, Mr.
O’Leary was born and raised on the City of
Buffalo’s West Side and has both witnessed
and endured some of the city and the nation’s
most tumultuous times. Born on December 12,
1933, Mr. O'Leary knows the true nature of
what it is to be resilient in times of hardship,
and in effect, what it means to be a true
American.

Mr. O’Leary proudly served my hometown
and its residents as a dedicated public servant
throughout his 37 year career with the City of
Buffalo Fire Department. He completed his
courageous tour of duty in 1993 as Captain of
the renowned and respectfully remembered
Engine 10 at Ohio and Ganson Streets in our
most historic, industrial waterfront community.

As impressive as his valiant professional
life, Mr. O’Leary is to be commended for his
commitment as a caring and active family
man. In addition to celebrating this birthday
milestone, he and his wife Elinor will soon be
sharing their 60th wedding anniversary—a
mark representing Mr. O’Leary’s devotion and
dedication as a husband and father to six chil-
dren—Charles, Robert, Kevin, Eileen, Patrick
and Paul. Mr. O’Leary now enjoys quite the
extended family, with 20 grandchildren and
two great grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
rise today to acknowledge the life and accom-
plishments of Charles J. O’Leary. His good
works, devoted public service and gifts as a
family man will be celebrated with those
whose lives he has so deeply influenced on
December 20, 2013 and | am pleased and
proud to offer sincere congratulations and best
wishes to this good and faithful servant on this
most happy occasion.

December 12, 2013

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BAGDAD, FLORIDA
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
Bagdad, Florida Volunteer Fire Department
and recognize the selfless service, sacrifice,
and dedication of its members, past and
present, in protecting the citizens of the North-
west Florida community.

Formally established in 1963, the Bagdad
Volunteer Fire Department was initially found-
ed in 1962 as a Fire Rescue team of ten men
led by Chief Dan Fowler. Despite having little
equipment and no firehouse, this team of dedi-
cated individuals was inspired by the need for
a department to provide for the safety and res-
cue needs of Bagdad and the surrounding
Santa Rosa County community. Bagdad Ele-
mentary School opened its doors as a meeting
place for the volunteers to discuss business
and other issues, while the Florida Department
of Forestry provided the team’s first truck that
was stationed at the Chief's home. With the
continued support of the local community and
to meet the growing needs of its citizens, the
department built its first firehouse in 1965 on
donated land and acquired a second fire truck.
A third truck was acquired in 1975, and the
1980’s brought the deployment of a pager sys-
tem and acquisition of a fourth and more mod-
ern fire truck. Today, the department com-
prises 25 volunteers, 2 Class-A 1,000 gallon
pumpers, an E-1 rescue truck, an E-1 brush
attack truck and a 17.5-foot rescue boat.

Throughout the course of Bagdad Volunteer
Fire Department’s fifty-year history and trans-
formation, what has remained constant is the
clear vision of the required capabilities needed
to successfully meet the safety needs of the
growing community, as well as, the passion
and dedication of its numerous volunteers.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, it gives me great pleasure to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of the Bagdad,
Florida Volunteer Fire Department. My wife
Vicki joins me in thanking all of the volunteers
for their faithful service and wishing them and
the department continued success.

———

HONORING EVAN JOSEPH
HERONEMUS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Evan Joseph
Heronemus. Evan is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 218,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Evan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Evan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Evan
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contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Evan Joseph Heronemus for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 632 | was unable to be present for H.R.
2019. Had | been present, | would have voted
“no.”

IN MEMORY OF RONDAL K. MOORE

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Rondal K. Moore, of Aurora, Colo-
rado, who passed away from a stroke on No-
vember 12th at age of 71. Rondal was born
on May 25, 1942 in Fort Smith, Arkansas, the
son of Clarence Delmer and Golden Viola
Moore. In 1961, he graduated from Wheeler
County High School in Fossil, Oregon. He
went on to serve in the United States Navy
during the Vietnam War on board the aircraft
carrier USS Coral Sea as well as duty in
Rhode Island at the Naval War College. In the
spring of 1963, he married Nancy E. Heily and
on March 29th of this year they celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary. Rondal began
working for United Airlines in 1966 and spent
decades in the field of de-icing until retiring in
2003 after 37 years. He held multiple patents
for inventions in both information and system
operations as well as software products used
in the process of de-icing. His inventions and
patents are still in use today in order to help
determine check time for de-icing fluid, which
allows for safe airline travel during inclement
weather. My thoughts and prayers go out to
his surviving family member including his wife
of 50 years, Nancy Moore, of Aurora, Colo-
rado; his son, Jason Moore, of Chula Vista,
CA; his daughter, Sondra LaValley, of Aurora,
CO; and his sister, Carol Ellis, of Kennewick,
WA.

———

HONORING LINDA HOWARD
JOHNSON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to tell the story of an unsung
hero. Often times the neighbor next door goes
unnoticed because of their ability to quietly go
about life helping others without any nudge
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from the outside to do so, the only nudge they
get is the one that is in their heart to do what
needs to be done. Mr. Speaker her name is
Linda Howard Johnson and she lives in my
district, Mississippi Second Congressional Dis-
trict. People in the community calf her “Mama
or Grandma.”

Linda’s start in life helped to shape the road
she would travel later in life. As a young child,
she was given away to be raised by a woman
not related to her, Ms. Clara Tanzy. As a child
she was constantly changing elementary
schools and places to live. Her mother wanted
change and a better life for them, so she
chose Tutwiler, MS. Tutwiler was the answer
they needed to end their roller coaster ride.
Linda said it was the first time they were able
to call an apartment home, just for the two of
them. The stability gave her the grounding she
needed to focus on school, being a child,
being a little girl, making friends, and all those
things important to a child.

Linda went on to attend Coahoma Junior
College in 1978 and 1979, where she played
basketball. The team won the regional level
basketball competition among three states,
Mississippi, Tennessee, and Arkansas and ad-
vanced to compete at the national level in
Kansas City in 1979. In fact, she credits bas-
ketball for having taught her the importance of
working together to achieve a common goal.
As a mother, Linda instilled that same value in
her children, Claretta, Lazerick, and Ramona
and her grandchildren, Tashayla, Raileigh, Sa-
vannah, Diamond, and Courtney. All three of
her children went to college and are success-
ful in their careers. Linda’s children are con-
stantly trying to encourage their mother to
move away but she reminds them, “Tutwiler
grounded me and contributed to who | am, so
this is my home and extended family, so I'm
here to stay and help someone else.” I'm
pleased that Linda has decided to stay in
Tutwiler and help someone in need.

Linda is constantly giving back in many
ways. She is a teacher’s assistant in the local
school district and a bus driver for the district
as well. In addition, Linda serves as a basket-
ball coach for both the West Tallahatchie
School District and the Tutwiler Community
Education Center. She say’s what she does is
not much but it is what she loves, “helping
family,” because Tutwiler is her family.

Linda has helped raise eight children. She
comes to their aide because she recognizes
those same issues that occurred in her life ris-
ing in theirs. So, she steps in to try and curtail
those circumstances or prevent them from oc-
curring in their lives. Linda recalls the story of
child who came from a family that hadn’t had
a female to graduate from high school in twen-
ty years, well Linda got involved in the child’s
life from birth and nurtured her through high
school until she graduated, thus breaking the
chain. She invited a 17 year old young man
struggling to get out of the 8th grade, who had
no one to guide him, so she invited him to
come live with her only if he promised to finish
school. The young man got his GED and that
was better than nothing. In fact, there have
been situations in which Linda has taken in
entire families consisting of the husband, wife,
and children. She says her house is not the
Hilton but it's a home and she’s willing to
share it with those in need at no charge.

Linda says “l don’t know, to me it seems
like | need my community and my community
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needs me and that's why | tell my children |
can’t move away, I'm at home and a mother’s
place is at home.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an unsung hero of the Tutwiler
Community for stepping up to the plate and in-
fluencing many lives, Ms. Linda Howard John-
son.

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR JOHN TRUAX

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Major John Truax of the United States
Army for his extraordinary dedication to duty
and service to our Nation. Major Truax and his
wife Alaina will be moving on from his present
assignment as an Army Congressional Liaison
and will soon be reassigned as a Cyber Oper-
ations Officer for the Army National Guard.

Army Congressional Liaisons officers pro-
vide an invaluable service to both the military
and Congress. They assist Members and staff
in understanding the Army’s policies, actions,
operations, and requirements. Their first hand
knowledge of military needs, culture, and tradi-
tion is a tremendous benefit to Congressional
offices.

Following his graduation from Valley Forge
Military College in May 2001, Major Truax was
commissioned in the Army National Guard as
an Engineer Officer. Major Truax reported to
his first operational assignment with Charlie
Company, 276th Engineer Battalion in West
Point, Virginia where he served as a Platoon
Leader and Executive Officer. Following a pe-
riod of reorganization across the Army, Major
Truax transferred branches and became a
Military Intelligence Officer.

He left his civilian career in management
and sales to deploy in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom from May 2007 to June 2008.
During his time in combat, John was respon-
sible for providing security and Area Response
Forces in Northern Kuwait as a staff officer in
HHC, 2-183 CAV before assuming command
of Alpha Troop. After returning from his tour in
Kuwait, Major Truax remained on active duty
and was assigned to the Army National Guard
Materiel Programs Division in Arlington, Vir-
ginia. At the completion of an exceptional four
years there, he was selected to represent the
Army National Guard in the U.S. House of
Representatives as a Legislative Liaison.

Major Truax’s accomplishments have not
gone unnoticed. His awards and decorations
include the Meritorious Service Medal, Army
Commendation Medal (1 Oak Leaf Clusters),
Army Achievement Medal (1 Oak Leaf Clus-
ter), the Parachutist Badge, and the Army
Staff Identification Badge.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a pleasure to work
alongside Major Truax over the last year. On
behalf of a grateful Nation, | join my col-
leagues in recognizing and commending his
dedication to service and the sacrifices he and
his family have made. We wish him, his wife
Alaina, and their children Xander and Margaux
all the best as they continue their journey to
his next assignment in the United States
Army.
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TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSIONAL
INTERNS

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Barr Benyamin, Jacqueline Brittain,
Diego Sanchez, and Matthew McCabe for
their dedication and hard work for the people
of Colorado’s Sixth District as interns in my
Washington, DC office for the fall 2013 ses-
sion.

The work of these young men and women
has been exemplary and | know they all have
bright futures. They served as tour guides,
interacted with constituents, and learned a
great deal about our nation’s legislative proc-
ess. | was glad to be able to offer this edu-
cational opportunity to these four and look for-
ward to seeing them build their careers in pub-
lic service.

All four of our interns have made plans to
continue their work in public service next year
with various organizations around Washington.
| am certain they will succeed in their new
roles and wish them all the best in their future
endeavors. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rec-
ognize Barr Benyamin, Jacqueline Brittain,
Diego Sanchez, and Matthew McCabe for
their service this fall.

————

RICHARD WILLIAMSON: A TRUE
PUBLIC SERVANT

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit a letter a
Washington Post obituary commemorating the
life and legacy of Richard Williamson who
passed away this weekend at the age of 64.

| had the distinct privilege of working with
Rich on a myriad of issues, including Sudan.
Rich had a keen understanding of the issues
marked by a welcome sense of moral clarity.
His advice and counsel were reliably sound.

Many will mourn his loss, not the least of
which are the Sudanese people whose basic
human rights he championed.

[From the Washington Post, Dec. 10, 2013]
RICHARD WILLIAMSON, R.I.P
(By Jennifer Rubin)

Richard S. Williamson was not a household
name, but for decades he was a tireless pub-
lic servant and resolute defender of Amer-
ica’s national security. He passed away sud-
denly this weekend; he was 64. A release
from the McCain Institute recounts, ‘‘He was
involved in a wide variety of civic organiza-
tions, including serving as a nonresident
Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution,
as senior fellow at the Chicago Council on
Global Affairs, and as a trustee of Freedom
House. Williamson was also Assistant to the
President for Intergovernmental Affairs in
the Reagan White House, Ambassador to the
United Nations Offices in Vienna (including
the International Atomic Energy Agency),
Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-
national Organization Affairs, member of the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

President’s General Advisory Committee on
Arms Control, Ambassador to the United Na-
tions for Special Political Affairs, Ambas-
sador to the U.N. Commission on Human
Rights, the Republican Party’s nominee for
U.S. Senate in 1993.”” While he lost that Sen-
ate race to Carol Moseley Braun, he was an
accomplished lawyer, author and speaker.

I came to know Richard in his capacity as
a senior foreign policy adviser to Sen. John
McCain’s presidential campaign in 2008 and
Mitt Romney’s 2012 campaign. He was a
staunch advocate for his candidates, and be-
yond that for the principle that foreign pol-
icy is the most critical aspect of any presi-
dency and therefore must be a topic of de-
bate in presidential elections. When other
policy advisers pleaded to downplay foreign
policy, Richard insisted it deserved a full
airing. Many of the positions he helped his
candidates articulate—the danger of Russian
aggression, the Obama administration’s du-
plicity in Libya, the rise of the Iran-Syria
axis, the need for adequate national security
spending and the need to speak boldly on be-
half of human rights—have proved entirely
accurate. The country would have been
greatly served had he returned to public of-
fice.

In the hurly-burly of a presidential cam-
paign Richard was unflappable, honest and
gracious treasured qualities in a public serv-
ant. In the best sense of the phrase, he was
an old-school gentleman.

Elliott Abrams, a former deputy national
security adviser who knew Richard well, e-
mails: ‘“Rich Williamson was a happy war-
rior. He was an unflappable soldier of free-
dom, serving several Republican presidents
in the Cold War and then the war against
terror, and always, always, in the peaceful
but often very rough battle against the
Democrats. His ready smile, his sharp polit-
ical instincts, and his dedication to public
service will be long remembered.” He adds,
““‘In politics there’s a lot of ego and self pro-
motion, but Rich was there to help the party
and serve the nation. In the next Republican
administration he would have had a very
senior foreign policy position, and when that
day comes we will miss his counsel, his calm,
and his unchanging good humor. He was a
wonderful man.”

His passing reminds us how essential a
strong foreign policy is to the country’s
well-being. He stood up for a strong America,
one that leads the Free World. In addition to
conservative groups, including the RNC,
which have remarked on his passing, I would
hope in the near future our current U.N. am-
bassador and others in the elite foreign pol-
icy establishment who knew him well will
honor his achievements. He, as they know,
was never one to put partisanship above
country. He will be missed.

———

RECOGNIZING THE DEARBORN
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the contributions of the Dearborn
County Commissioners to the success of the
6th District Job Fair.

On October 21, 2013, over 150 job seekers
from across the district met with 36 busi-
nesses looking to hire new employees. In a
time when jobs are still hard to come by,
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these job fairs are an important tool in linking
job seekers with prospective employers. | am
proud we were able to bring community lead-
ers together and provide this service to the
people of the 6th District.

The job fair would not have been the suc-
cess it was without the help of the Dearborn
County Commissioners. | want to recognize
the work of Commissioners Kevin Lynch, Art
Litte and Shane McHenry and Dearborn
County Administrator Terri Randle. Their ef-
forts show a deep commitment to their com-
munity and the well-being of the people they
serve.

| ask the entire 6th Congressional District to
join me in recognizing Dearborn County Com-
missioners Kevin Lynch, Art Little and Shane
McHenry and Dearborn County Administrator
Terri Randle. | look forward to working with
them often on behalf of the people of Dear-
born County and Southeastern Indiana.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF DON AND
LOIS MOORE

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, today | congratu-
late Don and Lois Moore, proprietors of the
Quartzsite General Store. Mr. and Mrs. Moore
opened the Quartzsite General Store in
Quartzsite, Arizona on December 12, 1972.
This December 12 will mark the 41st anniver-
sary of its opening. The store’s western-
themed storefront has been a mainstay of
Quartzsite’s Main Street for those 41 years,
adding to the town’s character and economy.
Known for its fresh meats and produce, clean-
liness, and great customer service, the Gen-
eral Store has consistently contributed to the
community of Quartzsite.

The store could not have been successful
without Don’s and Lois’s hard work and dedi-
cation. Don retired from the store in 1999 and
Lois retired from school teaching in 1995, but
they both work at the store again today. Their
determination to achieve their American dream
is a shining example not only to their 6 chil-
dren and 15 grandchildren, but to all current
and future entrepreneurs. Small businesses
like theirs are the backbone of our economy,
and it is those businesses that will lead us out
of our current economic problems.

Congratulations to the Quartzsite General
Store and to its owners, Don and Lois, on 41
years of success. May they have continued
success for many years to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 633, | was unable to be present for H.R.
2319. Had | been present, | would have voted
“ves.”
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HONORING MAGGIE W. FORREST

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Mrs. Maggie W. For-
rest who is a remarkable Director and extraor-
dinary public servant.

Mrs. Forrest was born in Winona, Mis-
sissippi, which is located in Montgomery
County, on December 5, 1958 to Johnny and
Birdie Woods. Mrs. Forrest is one of ten chil-
dren.

Mrs. Forrest attended J.J. Knox School in
1965 and graduated from Winona High School
in 1976 and completed some courses at Wood
Jr. College. Mrs. Forrest worked at Winona EI-
ementary School for sixteen years. Her first
job was a first grade teacher’s assistant. Later,
she became an assistant for a third grade
class and afterward an assistant for a kinder-
garten class. During her last three years in Wi-
nona School System, Mrs. Forrest served as
a library assistant. She enjoyed working with
all students. Reading to classes was her most
favorite thing to do. After leaving the school
system, Mrs. Forrest would see former stu-
dents and some would tell her how much she
inspired them to enjoy and appreciate reading.

February 5, 2001, Mrs. Forrest became the
first African American Executive Director for
Winona Housing Authority. She seized that
opportunity to reach out compassionately and
serve people in the community. As Executive
Director, not only does Mrs. Forrest provide
safe and sanitary housing for eligible low in-
come families but she counsels and encour-
ages her residents when needed and finan-
cially donates when someone falls on hard
times.

Mrs. Forrest serves on the Zoning Board for
the city of Winona. She serves as secretary
for the United Methodist Women in her church
and a substitute Sunday school teacher. She
is the Vice President for Member Services for
MAHRO, the Mississippi Association of Hous-
ing and Redevelopment Officials, and serves
on the Member Services committee for SERC
NAHRO, the Southeastern Regional Council
National Association of Housing and Redevel-
opment Officials.

Mrs. Forrest is married to Pastor Nelson
Forrest. They have two daughters and three
grandchildren.

Mrs. Forrest loves God, her family, her
church, her job and all people.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing a Director Extraordinaire, Mrs.
Maggie W. Forrest for her dedication to serv-
ing others and giving back to the African
American community.

OBAMACARE ADS
HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, we all know that
this administration is desperate to enroll
young, healthy Americans in new exchange
plans.

A recent ad campaign from Progress Now
Colorado shows just how low some groups
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are willing to go to catch young people’s atten-
tion. The ads depict young men drinking right
out of kegs of beer and objectifying young
women. They try to encourage people to sign
up for health care by making light of unhealthy
behaviors.

| recently received a letter from Dr. Julie
Welch, which I'll submit for the RECORD, an
emergency room physician in Indianapolis,
specifically concerned about how the ads pro-
moted risky sexual behavior. The “Let's Get
Physical” ad depicts a young woman thanking
Obamacare for the words “for providing birth
control pills.” Dr. Welch writes “As a taxpayer,
| am puzzled at why advertising campaigns for
health insurance appear to promote high-risk
behaviors.”

Promoting health coverage by condoning
binge drinking and promiscuity is not a step
toward a healthier America. What good is it to
enroll young people in plans if their actions
make them unhealthy?

I's just another way that Obamacare just
doesn’t work.

McCordsville, Indiana, December 1, 2013.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I am writing to bring
to your attention a recent advertising cam-
paign for the new Obamacare government
health insurance marketplace through
ProgressNow Colorado. The ad campaign was
launched by ProgressNow Colorado and the
Colorado Consumer Health Initiative for the
online marketplace called ‘‘Connect for
Health Colorado” in October 2013. The ads
are housed on the website of Progress Now
Colorado (http:/doyougotinsurance.com).

The campaign is titled ‘“‘Got Insurance”
and is a play on the ‘“Got Milk” phrase. But
unlike the health benefits of milk, the ‘“‘Got
Insurance’ ads do not universally advertise
healthy choices; rather, many celebrate the
unhealthy, high-risk behaviors of young
adults. The ads of concern are referred to as
‘“Brosurance,” ‘‘Brosurance for the Ladies,”
or ‘‘Hosurance,” by the media and depict
keg-stands, alcohol consumption, and women
picking up guys.

Many of the ads have gone viral on the
Internet and social media. Although I have
heard numerous comments from the public, I
have not seen your administration take a
stand one way or another on the messages
being presented in this ad campaign. Silence
can only be interpreted as complacence and
acceptance. I, however, am neither compla-
cent nor acceptant of the ads that overtly
objectify women and promote high-risk be-
haviors. And as an emergency medicine phy-
sician, medical educator, woman, mother,
and taxpayer I would like to express my con-
cerns.

Although the ad campaign has expanded to
pertain to a broader audience, I am con-
cerned about the message conveyed in sev-
eral specific ads. One of the ads, titled ‘‘Let’s
Get Physical,” depicts a woman holding
birth control pills and contemplating how
she will get a guy to have sex with her. Five
of the ads depict or blatantly celebrate alco-
hol consumption, titled ‘‘Brosurance,” ‘‘Club
Med,” “Friends with Benefits,” ‘“Keg ER,”
and ‘“‘Get Your Shots.” What message are
these ads sending to our young people and
our children? As these ads go viral on social
media, young people may think that keg
stands and one-night stands are okay. Espe-
cially since they are being advertised in as-
sociation with healthcare, Obamacare spe-
cifically.

Being an emergency department physician,
health insurance ads should not glorify alco-
hol consumption, doing keg stands, drinking
shots, or promiscuous sex. In the emergency
department, cases of trauma, physical as-
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sault, sexual assault, and motor vehicle
crashes are commonly associated with sub-
stance abuse, including alcohol consump-
tion. In addition, alcohol consumption, for
some patients, becomes a lifelong disease of
alcohol addiction leading to serious health
effects including hepatitis, cirrhosis of the
liver, bone marrow dysfunction, esophageal
varicosities, intestinal bleeding, and death.
And it typically begins with partying as a
young adult, a time when the message is
“it’s cool to drink” and ‘‘you have to drink
to have fun.” The message I want my pa-
tients and medical students to understand is
the opposite message I see in these ads. In
fact, many of these ads could be used to edu-
cate patients (including our teenagers) to
the potential negative health consequences
of high-risk behaviors. For instance, if you
go to a party and do keg stands, then hook
up with a girl because she is on birth control
pills, what are all of the negative outcomes
you can foresee? Having health insurance
will be the least of your worries the next
morning.

The ad I am most concerned about is
“Let’s Get Physical.” (I have included a copy
with this letter.) It depicts a young woman
hold a packet of birth control pills standing
next to a young man and reads: ‘‘OMG, he’s
hot! Let’s hope he’s as easy to get as this
birth control. My health insurance covers
the pill, which means all I have to worry
about is getting him between the covers. I
got insurance. Now you can too. Thanks
Obamacare!” There is an *asterisk at the
bottom of the ad that reads in tiny print:
“The pill doesn’t protect you from STDs,
condoms and common sense do that.” The
message from this ad is alarming in several
ways and sends the wrong message to
women, men, girls, and boys.

1. This ad objectifies women, making her
the object of sex. This alone is the most
damaging consequence of advertising such as
this. This ad seriously harms the progress we
have made in women’s rights and the way in
which women are depicted in the media. It is
degrading and offensive.

2. Promiscuous sexual behavior has serious
risks for a woman including increased risk of
cervical cancer, transmission of sexually
transmitted infections (STI), unintended
pregnancy, as well as psychological after-
math.

3. Birth control pills do not protect against
HIV, herpes, gonorrhea, syphilis, chlamydia,
or other sexually transmitted diseases. And
the small asterisk message at the bottom of
the ad does not outweigh the message put
forth in the ad. In fact, using a condom does
not eliminate the risk of STD transmission
via other routes.

4. Birth control pills are not 100% effective
in preventing pregnancy.

5. Birth control pills and reproductive
health rights do not equal healthy sexual
choices. This ad does not depict responsible
reproductive rights. In fact, this ad seems to
say that women with birth control pills are
sexually promiscuous and just take them to
hook up with a guy. This ad also seems to in-
sinuate that now that she has birth control
pills, the barriers to a having a sexual rela-
tionship are nearly gone. Just getting the
guy into bed is all that’s left.

6. Finally, what message does this ad send
to men? Or teenage boys? That a female just
wants to get ““him between the covers’”? I
fear this ad could promote aggressive behav-
ior towards women, especially if combined
with the people in the ads doing keg stands
and drinking alcohol.

In 2013, we are in an age when women make
up 51% of the workforce and 50% of medical
students. Women cannot be silent as adver-
tising emerges that sends the wrong message
about our healthcare choices and us.
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As a taxpayer, I am puzzled at why adver-
tising campaigns for health insurance appear
to promote high-risk behaviors? Do I as a
taxpayer have to cover the consequences of
these high-risk behaviors? Does the govern-
ment agree with this? In an age when many
insurance companies risk stratify your pre-
miums based on smoking, obesity, blood
pressure and cholesterol levels, where does
the government stand on the high-risk be-
haviors in these ads? Will Americans have to
share the costs?

The new health care plan is an opportunity
to teach our populations about health re-
sponsibility, avoidance of risky behaviors,
and promotion of good choices, because our
country is shouldering it. Health insurance
advertising should promote responsible be-
havior, no matter the source of the adver-
tising. Please take a stand.

Sincerely,
JULIE WELCH, MD,
Emergency Medicine Physician
and Educator.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, December 11, 2013, | was unable to
vote. Had | been present, | would have voted
as follows: On rollcall No. 636, “yea.”

—

IN HONOR OF MURIEL JOHNSON’S
80TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Muriel Johnson, an unparalleled
leader and a prominent member of our com-
munity, as she celebrates her 80th birthday. |
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring this
great civic-minded woman whose vision and
commitment to both public service and the
arts has contributed so much to the Sac-
ramento region.

A Sacramento resident since 1962, Muriel
has dedicated her life to public service and
civic involvement. She served several terms
on the Sacramento County Board of Super-
visors, was elected President of the California
State Association of Counties (CSAC) and
served on the CSAC Board of Directors for
twelve years. She also served as Chair of the
Sacramento Area Council of Governments and
was the Governor's appointee to the Capitol
Area Committee for eleven years. Additionally
Muriel served on the Sacramento Public Li-
brary Authority, Sacramento Area Flood Con-
trol Agency, Cable Commission, Sacramento
Regional Sanitation District, Sacramento Re-
gional Transit, and the Sacramento Air Quality
Management District. An ardent advocate for
women leaders, Muriel served as President for
the California Elected Women’s Association
for Education and Research, now known as
California Women Lead, working to increase
appointments of women to state boards and
commissions.

As a steadfast leader in our community,
Muriel has championed local causes and orga-
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nizations, raising funds for charities and hold-
ing various leadership positions, including
President of the Crocker Art Museum and of
the Sacramento Junior League. Muriel was
appointed Director of the California Arts Coun-
cil by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger in
2005 and during her six year tenure, she pro-
moted awareness of and public participation in
the arts, while strengthening outreach and
education efforts. A consistent supporter of in-
vesting in local arts, Muriel championed Sac-
ramento County’s Art in Public Places which
expands the presence of art in public spaces.
In 2004 she was named the Sacramento Met-
ropolitan Chamber of Commerce’s
“Sacramentan of the Year” honoring her dec-
ades of dedication to our community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in recognizing the great life of my
friend and mentor, Muriel Johnson, as she
celebrates her 80th birthday with her husband
Ernest, her children, grandchildren, friends
and family in Sacramento. Her work has made
a lasting impact on our community.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
EARL P. WILLIAMS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Earl P. Williams as he is hon-
ored with the Lifetime Achievement Award by
the California Cotton Ginners and Growers As-
sociations (CCGGA). Earl is the first individual
to ever receive the Lifetime Achievement
Award. His decades of service and dedication
to cotton ginners and growers around Cali-
fornia and the entire nation make him very de-
serving of this recognition. | have also worked
with him personally over the years and know
him to be one of the leaders of American agri-
culture.

Since 1997, Earl has been the President
and Chief Executive Officer of CCGGA. The
associations represent California’s cotton gin-
ning and cotton growing industry in the legal,
legislative, and regulatory arenas.

Earl’s passion for cotton farming began at a
young age due to his family’s background in
the industry. He spent his childhood years in
Arkansas, and in 1958, his family moved to
Buttonwillow, California. After graduating from
high school in Shafter, California, Earl went on
to Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo where he re-
ceived his Bachelor of Science Degree in
Crop Production. His background in cotton
growing and technical understanding of crop
production prepared him well to serve at
CCGGA. From day one, Earl has understood
the importance of hard work, and he knows
what it takes to produce quality crops.

Earl was one of fifteen charter members of
the California Cotton Ginners Association
board of directors from 1972 to 1980. He is
the past chairman of the Cal Poly, San Luis
Obispo Crop Science Department’s Advisory
Council; a past board member of the Agricul-
tural Energy Consumers Association; and a
past board member of the California Agricul-
tural Education Foundation which oversees
the California Ag Leadership Program. Earl is
a founding member and past Chairman of the
Agricultural President’s Council. He is also an
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advisor to the National Cotton Council of
America, the American Cotton Producers, and
the National Cotton Ginners Association. Earl
serves on the board of directors of Supima,
and he is on the Western Agricultural Proc-
essors Association’s board of directors. Earl’s
wealth of knowledge coupled with his ability to
get things done make him a great leader for
the cotton farming community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Earl P. Williams for the con-
tributions he has made to the cotton industry.
He serves as a pillar of the agriculture com-
munity, and | thank him for his hard work and
devotion to maintaining California’s valuable
agricultural strength.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
630, | was unable to make the vote due to in-
clement weather, had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

——

HONORING MAE ELIZABETH
ROBINSON

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2013

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor the life of a beloved
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and
great-great-grandmother Mae Elizabeth Robin-
son. She was born on October 9, 1917, and
departed her earthly habitat to join Heaven’s
family on December 5, 2013. She was the
center of the family universe and will be so
missed.

Mae was a licensed psychiatric technician
for the State of California. She loved her fam-
ily first and loved to host family dinners, which
were well known, especially for her fried chick-
en. In her later years she enjoyed playing
cards with her retired friends.

Mae Robinson was an active member near-
ly 54 years of the Escalon Republican Women
Federated Club, California Federation of Re-
publican Women and National Federation of
Republican Women. At age 96, Mae served
most recently as Vice President of the Escalon
RWEF club and participated in meetings, activi-
ties, Escalon Park Fete, and ‘Get out the Vote’
efforts in the last election cycle. Mae was
known as Mrs. Republican Woman in the
Escalon community and served as a mentor to
many with great enthusiasm and energy.

Mae was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Claude Robinson and son, Charles Al-
fred Robinson.

She leaves behind three children: Colleen
Woods (Fresno), Bonnie Tabor (Modesto),
Carl Robinson (Stockton), and a daughter-in-
law, Helen Robinson; two siblings: Gladys
Eiland (Los Angeles) and Alfred Stapleton
(Modesto); six grandchildren: Rick McCombs
(Modesto), Cindy Brown (Fresn